
SOLICITORS DISCIPLINARY TRIBUNAL 

IN THE MATTER OF THE SOLICITORS ACT 1974 Case No. 12550-2024 

BETWEEN: 

SOLICITORS REGULATION AUTHORITY LTD. Applicant 

and 

PAULINA MARIANNA JASTRZEBSKA  Respondent 

______________________________________________ 

Before: 

Mrs L Boyce (in the chair) 

Mr U Sheikh  

         Mrs C Valentine 

Date of Hearing: 18 April 2024 

______________________________________________ 

Appearances 

There were no appearances as the matter was dealt with on the papers. 

______________________________________________ 

JUDGMENT ON AGREED OUTCOME 

______________________________________________ 
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Allegations 

 

1. The allegations against Ms Paulina Jastrzebska, the Respondent, made by the SRA 

within its Rule 12 Statement dated 19 January 2024, were that:  

 

Between 27 May 2016 and 9 January 2019, she possessed criminal property, namely 

credits totalling £63,770 and EUR 21,955, knowing or suspecting it to represent, in 

whole or part and whether directly or indirectly, the proceeds of criminal conduct. In 

doing so, her conduct breached any or all of Principles 1, 2 and 5 of the SRA 

Principles 2019 (“the Principles”). 

 

The SRA relied upon the Respondent’s conviction on 8 November 2021 for 

possessing criminal property contrary to section 329(1) of the Proceeds of Crime Act 

2002 as evidence that the Respondent was guilty of that offence and the findings of 

fact upon which that conviction was based as proof of the underlying facts. 

 

The Respondent admitted the allegations set out above.   

 

Documents 

 

2. The Tribunal had, amongst other things, the following documents before it:- 

 

• The Form of Application dated 15 April 2024. 

 

• Rule 12 Statement dated 19 January 2024 and exhibits. 

 

Background 

 

3. The Respondent, who was born on 26 September 1980, was a solicitor having been 

admitted to the Roll on 1 June 2017.  

 

Application for the matter to be resolved by way of Agreed Outcome 

 

4. The parties invited the Tribunal to deal with the Allegations against the Respondent in 

accordance with the Statement of Agreed Facts and Outcome annexed to this 

Judgment. The parties submitted that the outcome proposed was consistent with the 

Tribunal’s Guidance Note on Sanctions.  

 

Findings of Fact and Law 

 

5. The Applicant was required to prove the allegations on the balance of probabilities. 

The Tribunal had due regard to its statutory duty, under section 6 of the Human 

Rights Act 1998, to act in a manner which was compatible with the Respondent’s 

rights to a fair trial and to respect for their private and family life under Articles 

6 and 8 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and 

Fundamental Freedoms. 

 

6. The Tribunal reviewed all the material before it and was satisfied on the balance of 

probabilities that the Respondent’s admissions were properly made. 
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7. The Tribunal considered the Guidance Note on Sanction (10th Edition). In doing so 

the Tribunal assessed the culpability and harm identified together with the 

aggravating and mitigating factors that existed.  

 

8. A criminal conviction, particularly one involving the acquisition of criminal property, 

namely cash, through the supply and distribution of drugs is of utmost seriousness and 

the damage to the reputation of the profession was self-evident.  

 

9. The Tribunal noted the matters set out within the non-agreed mitigation, however, 

notwithstanding those matters this was not a case where the Tribunal could find or be 

directed to any exceptional circumstances such to permit it to reach any decision on 

sanction other than the one set out in the document with which it had been presented.   

 

10. The Respondent’s misconduct could only be viewed as extremely serious and this 

fact, together with the need to protect the reputation of the legal profession, required 

that Strike Off from the Roll was the only appropriate sanction. 

 

Costs 

 

11. With respect to costs, it was further agreed that based upon the Statement of Means 

provided by the Respondent the SRA would not seek its costs. 

 

Statement of Full Order 

 

12. The Tribunal Ordered that the Respondent,  

PAULINA MARIANNA JASTRZEBSKA solicitor, be STRUCK OFF the Roll of 

Solicitors and it further Ordered that there be no Order for Costs. 

 

Dated this 30th day of April 2024  

On behalf of the Tribunal 

 

L Boyce 

 

 

L Boyce 

Chair 

JUDGMENT FILED WITH THE LAW SOCIETY 

30 APRIL 2024 
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